
  

   

October 27, 2025 Proposed No.: 25-006 1 
 2 

RESOLUTION NO. 554 3 
 

A RESOLUTION of the Board of Directors of the Washington State Major 4 
League Baseball Stadium Public Facilities District authorizing the Executive 5 
Director to enter into a services contract with Gensler for the design of 6 
pedestrian enhancements around the ballpark.  7 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 36.100 RCW, as amended, the Washington State 8 

Major League Baseball Stadium Public Facilities District (the “District”), has been created 9 

and possesses all the powers of a public facilities district; and 10 

WHEREAS, in 2019 the District established the Neighborhood Improvement Fund 11 

(“NIF”) through the amended lease with The Baseball Club of Seattle, LLLP (the “Club”). 12 

The NIF was established with the goal of supporting work in and around the ballpark 13 

neighborhood, consistent with the District’s statutory authority and mission statement; and 14 

WHEREAS, the District’s statutory authority includes the power to promote, 15 

advertise, improve, develop, operate and maintain the facilities of the District, and 16 

WHEREAS, the District’s mission is “to maintain and enhance our iconic baseball 17 

park in order to promote the success of Major League Baseball in the State of Washington, 18 

enhance fan enjoyment, and contribute to an economically successful, safe, desirable, 19 

innovative, and walkable stadium neighborhood.” 20 

WHEREAS, the project management firm, Bloom Projects, was retained by the 21 

District in 2024 to assist in identifying opportunities to improve the fan experience through 22 

pedestrian enhancements around the ballpark; and  23 

WHEREAS, the District’s Board of Directors, at its December 16, 2024 meeting 24 

reviewed a proposal from the District’s Executive Director, Joshua Curtis, and Bloom 25 

Projects to pursue pedestrian enhancements and identified four (4) areas around the ballpark 26 

where the pedestrian experience of fans on game days could be improved; and 27 

WHEREAS, the Club has been consulted at key junctures in the planning process 28 

and agrees with the District that the areas identified are appropriate for pedestrian 29 

improvements to better the fan experience; and 30 

WHEREAS, the District desires to retain a services firm to advance the design of the 31 

pedestrian enhancements that have been identified; and 32 
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WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 36.100.010(5), chpt. 39.80 RCW, and other 33 

provisions of state law, the District has broad powers to enter into contracts for materials, 34 

work and services necessary for the operations of the ballpark; and 35 

WHEREAS, District Resolutions authorize the Executive Director to contract for 36 

professional services, subject to ratification by the District Board; and  37 

WHEREAS, all contracts in excess of $50,000, regardless of how procured, require 38 

Board approval or ratification; and 39 

WHEREAS, consistent with the District’s procurement process and RCW 39.80, the 40 

Executive Director issued a request for qualifications (“RFQ”) to firms for design services 41 

related to pedestrian enhancements around the ballpark, including the general scope and 42 

nature of the project; and  43 

WHEREAS, notice of this RFQ was duly published as required in the Daily Journal 44 

of Commerce on July 1 and 8, 2025 and was distributed to multiple consulting firms with 45 

known expertise in urban design; and 46 

WHEREAS, a required site walking visit was held on July 14, 2025, and six (6) 47 

firms sent representatives; and 48 

WHEREAS, two (2) design firms timely submitted formal responses to the RFQ; 49 

and  50 

WHEREAS, Mr. Curtis and Bloom Projects reviewed the responses, interviewed 51 

candidate firms, and briefed the NIF Task Force on the substance of the responses, 52 

including the firms’ competence and qualifications; and 53 

WHEREAS, based on that review, the District entered into contract negotiations for 54 

the work at a price determined to be fair and reasonable.  Based on that negotiation, it is 55 

recommended that Gensler be retained to provide design services related to pedestrian 56 

enhancements around the ballpark; and 57 

WHEREAS, the Board finds that it is in the best interest of the District and 58 

consistent with the District’s procurement procedures and policies to authorize the 59 

Executive Director’s to enter into a contract with Gensler for these services. 60 

 61 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 62 

THE WASHINGTON STATE MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL STADIUM PUBLIC 63 

FACILITIES DISTRICT AS FOLLOWS: 64 

Section 1.  The Executive Director is hereby authorized to enter into a design 65 

contract of up to $600,000 with the firm Gensler to provide design development, 66 

jurisdictional coordination, permitting, and construction administration design services for 67 

the District until such time as the pedestrian enhancements have been completed or the 68 

District decides that the firm’s services are no longer needed. 69 

Section 2.  The Executive Director is hereby authorized to take such administrative 70 

or other actions as necessary to implement the provisions of this resolution and the terms 71 

approved herein. 72 

  73 

PASSED by a vote of      5     to     0     this 27th day of October, 2025. 74 
 75 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 76 
WASHINGTON STATE MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL STADIUM 77 

PUBLIC FACILITIES DISTRICT 78 
 
 

___________________________________ 
Christopher Marr, Chair  79 

ATTEST: 80 
 81 
________________________ 
Annie Thenell, Clerk 82 


